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ASSIGNMENT / DISCUSSION

ASSIGNMENT
An assignment has been requested to provide a written Arborist report and tree appraisal for

all trees located at the Mervyns Corporate Headquarters 22301 foothill Blvd Hayward CA.

SITE EVALUATION -
A site inspection was conducted on March 5, 2012 and trees were tagged and evaluated. DBH

was measured with a diameter tape at 4.5” above grade. A site map was developed showing
location of tree by number and a tree inventory list was compiled. An evaluation was
conducted and ratings were assigned for the purpose of the appraisal. The results of the
evaluation and appraisal calculation are compiled in this report.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS -

The site appears to have been poorly maintained for the past several years and it is not
possible to determine when normal maintenance ended. Tree pruning and maintenance appear
to have been minimal over the years, which had a negative impact on the overall health of the

trees.

The majority of the mature trees on the site are in various levels of decline due to a number of
factors:
«Irrigation appears to be turned off at this time and it is unclear as to when the area has
been previously watered.
«Some of the trees have died and others are in a severe state of decline as a result of
the poor maintenance some of which will need to be removed for public safety.
«The Bradford Pears display symptoms of “Fire Blight” and die back due to poor
maintenance and appear to have never been pruned.
+Some of the Sycamores are in a severe state of decline and will need to be removed

for public safety.
«Some of the Robinias and Magnolias have not survived and will need to be removed

for public safety.
«Some of the trees in the parking lot planters have been replaced within the past
several years and are in need of maintenance.
«Tree stakes on replacement trees need to be removed or adjusted and weeds
are growing up, in some cases nearly as tall as the tree.
NOTE: Competition for soil nutrients can be problematic where weeds are

grown around new trees

The remaining trees on the site range in condition from poor to good. However, many are
suffering from a variety of problems, some of which are listed in this report. All of the live
trees on this site are in need of pruning and maintenance therefore I will not make specific
comments regarding that topic. General comments and recommendations for individual trees
can be seen in the Tree Inventory List. Additional information applicable to specific species
will be discussed in the body of this report if deemed necessary.

Basic Guidelines for a Tree Protection Plan are included in this report.
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APPRAISAL METHODOLOGY
The “Trunk Formula Method,” described in the 9" Edition of the Guide for Plant Appraisal,

authored by the Council of Tree and Landscape Appraisers (hereafter referred to as the CTLA
Guide) was utilized in the preparation of this appraisal. The CTLA guide suggests utilizing
the Trunk Formula Method to estimate the value of trees larger than those Northern California
Regional Plant Appraisal Committee to be a 24 inch box tree (pg. 60).

To determine appraised tree values with the “Trunk Formula”, the following calculations are
made per (pg. 70).
A. Subtract the cross sectional area of the subject tree trunk from the cross sectional
area of a 24” box replacement tree.
B. Multiply this value by the unit cost of the tree.
C. Add the installed cost of the 24” box replacement tree to determine the basic tree
cost.
D. Multiply the basic tree cost by the species, condition and location ratings to obtain
the appraised value of the tree.
E. If the appraised value of a tree is less than the basic installation cost of a 24” box
tree, the value shall be set at the basic tree cost value.
F. Round the appraised value to the nearest $ 10 or § 100 if it is
< $5000 or > $5000 respectively.

LOCATION RATING
To determine the location rating, the following procedure was utilized as described in the

CTLA Guide (Pg 54)
A. Rate the overall quality of the general area and of buildings, landscape structures

and plantings of the site (Site Rating).
B. Rate the contribution of the plant in providing functional and aesthetic benefits

(Contribution Rating).
C. Rate how effectively the placement of the plant provides its functional and

aesthetic benefits (Placement Rating).
D. Determine the average percentile of the Site, Contribution and Placement ratings.

The following table represents the location ratings for the subject trees by species. For the
purpose of this report this number shall be used as a base line for calculating the appraised
value of the existing live trees as they are by species similar in contribution and placement.
The site rating is a constant rating for the purpose of the appraisal.

LOCATION RATING
. Trees ; . Contribﬁtion Placement | Location
Abbreviation Common Name Sife Ratng Rating Rating Rating
Pinusc¢ | Canary Island Pine 65 70 80 71
Plat r Sycamore 65 75 75 71
Mag g Magnolia G 65 75 75 71
Seqg s Redwood S 65 70 75 73
Lag i Crape myrtle 65 80 73 73
2
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Pyrusk Evergreen Pear 65 65 70 67
Rob p Black Locust 65 60 70 65
Pyrus c Bradford Pear 65 60 75 67
Pod g Podocarpus 65 70 70 68
Pinust Torrey Pine 65 75 70 70
Ginkgo Ginkgo 65 60 75 67
Acerr Red Maple 65 60 70 65
Washr Washington Palm 65 55 60 60
Quercus p Pin Oak 65 70 70 68
Xylc Xylosma 65 70 75 70
Pitt u Pittosporum 65 70 15 70
Cedrus d Deodar Cedar 65 75 70 70
Cupp s Italian Cypress 65 60 60 62
Pist ¢ Chinese Pistache 65 80 75 73
Laur n Sweet Bay 65 80 80 75
Lig s Liquidambar 65 60 60 62
Acer p Japanese Maple 65 80 80 75
Arb m Strawberry tree 65 60 75 67

SPECIES, SIZE AND CONDITION RATING OF SUBJECT TREES

The diameter of the subject trees were measure with a diameter tape at 54” above the ground.
The height was spread was determined by visual observation. The condition of the trees, were
rated as described in the CTLA Guide (pg. 34-35) utilizing visual observations.

The following inventory list provides tree tag#, species name (common & botanical), DBH,
height, canopy spread and condition rating, Individual comments, recommendations or
general observations can be seen by specific tree in this section of the report.

The condition rating is located in the Tee Inventory List and shall be used in calculating the
appraised value of the trees.

REFERENCE
Council of Tree and Landscape Appraisers, Guide for Plant Appraisal, 9™ Edition Savoy,

Illinois: International Society of Arboriculture, Champaign IL © 2000.
Species Classification and Group Assignment, Western Chapter International Society of

Arboriculture, © 2004,

RESULTS OF APPRAISAL
The appraised value of the subject trees are presented in the attached table. (See attached

Appraisal Calculations pages 18-25)
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TERMINOLOGY

Adventitious roots

Root tissue that develops from newly organized meristems; sometimes associated
with fill and or stem decay.

Aerial inspection

An examination of the trunk and branches in the upper portions of the tree, to
determine stability, presence of disease, decay, etc.

Box cable

A system of cables that connect the main limbs of a multi-branched tree that
permits movement of individual branches with safe limits.

Butt Rot

Decay in lower trunk and root crown area.

Buttress root

A large woody root located at the base of the trunk (the root crown).

Branch Taper

Relative change in diameter with length; reflects ability of stem or branch to
evenly distribute stress along its length

The live foliage bearing part of the tree.

Canopy
An open wound, characterized by the presence of extensive decay and resulting in
Cavity a hollow. ‘
Yellowing of leaves or needles caused usually caused by iron defiency or other
Chlorosis mineral defiencies
Equal in size and relative importance, usually associated with scaffold limbs I the
Codominant CTOWIL.
Physiological processes which creates the chemical and mechanical boundaries
Compartmentalize that act to limit the spread of disease and decay organisms.
Longitudinal split in the stem, involving bark, cambium and xylem; may be
Crack vertically and horizontally oriented.
Diameter of the trunk, measured at breast height (54” above the ground). If the
three has multiple trunks, measurements were taken at the narrowest point
DBH between the ground and the division of the trunks.
Process of degradation of woody tissues by fungi and bacteria through
Decay decomposition of cellulose and lignin
Defect Any structural weakness or deformity.
. Death of shoots and branches, generally from tip to base.
Die back
Lo The width of the crown, as measured by the lateral extent of the foliage.
Drip line
Pattern of development at branch junctions where bark is turned inward r ather
Embedded Bark than pushed out (Same as Included bark)

End weight reduction

The removal of concentrations of foliage at the distal end of the branches.

Lateral

A side branch or twig.

Pollarding

Tree cut back to essentially the same point seasonally, resulting in multiple
sprouts above the cuts.

Root collar

Area at the base of the tree where roots and stem merge (Same as Root Crown).

Root crown inspection

Extensive examination of the junction of the root and stem, and the area below,
aimed at determining stability, presence of disease, decay, etc.

Scaffold

Primary structural branch of the crown.

Scars or injuries

Natural or man-made lesions of the bark in which wood is exposed.

Structural Defect

Internal or external points of weakness which reduce the stability of the tree
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Tree Protection Plan

Measures to protect existing trees during construction

In order to limit the removal of additional trees and minimize damage to existing trees not
directly affected by the construction, the project will should observe the following measures
during construction:

1. All construction activity (grading, filling, paving, landscaping etc.) shall respect a root
protection zone (RPZ) around all trees. The RPZ should be a distance of 1.0 times the
dripline radius measured from the trunk of the tree. Exception to this standard could be
considered on a case-by-case bases provided that it is demonstrated that an encroachment
into the RPZ will not affect the root system or the health of the tree, and it is authorized by
a certified Arborist or comparable specialist.

2. Temporary protective fencing shall be installed around the dripline of existing trees prior
to commencement of any construction activity conducted within 25” of tree canopy. The
fence shall be clearly marked to prevent inadvertent encroachment by heavy machinery.

3. Drainage will not be allowed to pond around the base of any tree.

4. An Arborist or tree specialist shall be retained to perform any necessary pruning of trees
during construction activity.

5. Should any utility lines encroach within the tree protection zone, a single, shared utility
conduit shall be used where possible to avoid negative impact to trees.

6. Roots exposed, as a result of construction activities shall be covered with wet burlap to
avoid desiccation, and should be buried as soon as practicable.

7. Construction materials or heavy equipment shall not be stored within the root protection
Zone.

8. Only a Certified Arborist or Tree specialist will make specific recommendations as to
where any existing trees can safely tolerate some level of fill within the drip line.

9. Trenches which are required within the root protection zone of existing native trees shall
be bored (tunneled) under the root(s) using an auger or drill, rather than trenched, to avoid
root disturbance.

10. Construction materials shall be properly stored away from existing trees to avoid spillage
or damage to trees.
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TERMS OF ASSIGNMENT
The following terms and conditions apply to all oral and written reports and correspondence
pertaining to the consultations, inspections and activities of Arbortech Tree Care Inc.

1,

All property lines and ownership of property, trees, and landscape plants and fixtures are
assumed to be accurate and reliable as presented and described to the consultant, either
verbally or in writing. The consultant assumes no responsibility for verification of
ownership or locations of property lines, or for results of any actions or recommendations
based on inaccurate information.

It is assumed that any property referred to in any report or in conjunction with any
services performed by Arbortech Tree Care Inc. is not in violation of any applicable
codes, ordinances, statutes, or other governmental regulations, and that any titles and
ownership to any property are assumed to be good and marketable. Any existing liens and
encumbrances have been disregarded.

All reports and other correspondence are confidential, and are the property of Arbortech
Tree Care Inc. and its named clients and their assigns or agents. Possession of this report
or a copy therof does not imply any right of publication or use for any purpose, without
the express permission of the consultant and the client to whom the report was issued.
Loss, removal or alteration of any part of a report invalidates the entire
appraisal/evaluation.

The scope of any report or other correspondence is limited to the trees and conditions
specifically mentioned in those reports and correspondence. Arbortech Tree Care Inc. and
their consultants assume no liability for the failure of trees or parts of trees, either
inspected or otherwise. The consultant assumes no responsibility to report on the
condition of any tree or landscape feature not specifically requested by the named client.
All inspections are limited to visual examination of accessible parts, without dissection,
excavation, probing, boring or other invasive procedures, unless otherwise noted in the
report. No warrantee or guarantee is made, expressed or implied, that problems or
deficiencies of the plants or the property will not occur in the future, from any cause. The
consultant shall not be responsible for damages caused by any tree defects, and assumes
no responsibility for the correction of defects or tree related problems.

The consultant shall not be required to provide further documentation, give testimony, be
deposed, or to attend court by reason of this appraisal/report unless subsequent contractual
arrangements are made, including payment of additional fees for such services as
described by the consultant or in the fee schedules or contract.

Arbortech Tree Care Inc. Makes no warrantee, either expressed or implied, as to the
suitability of the information contained in the reports for any purpose. It remains the
responsibility of the client to determine applicability to his/her particular case.

Any report and the value, observations, and recommendations expressed therein represent
the professional opinion of the consultant and the fee for services is in no manner
contingent upon the reporting of a specified value nor upon any particular finding to be
reported.

Any photographs, diagrams, graphs, sketches or other graphic material included in any
report, being intended solely as visual aids, are not necessarily to scale and should not be
construed as engineering reports or surveys, unless otherwise noted in the reports. Any
reproductions of graphic material or the work product of any other persons is intended
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solely for the purpose of clarification and ease of reference. Inclusion of said information does

il

not constitute a representation by Arbortech Tree Care Inc. or the consultant as to the
sufficiency or accuracy of that information. Payment terms are net payable upon receipt of
invoice. All balances due beyond 30 days of invoice dates will be charged a service fee of 1.5
percent per month (18.0%APR). All checks returned for insufficient funds or any other reason
will be subject to a $25.00 service fee. Advance payment of fees may be required in some

cases.

CERTIFICATE OF APPRAISAL
I certify that the statements of fact in this letter are true complete and correct to
the best of my knowledge. All information hereby stated or implied is made in

good faith.

Ronald E Carden
Certified Arborist # WE-3445A
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